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MonpaAy, March 17, 1712. 








AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of the Life and Trial of 
MICHAEL SERVETUS. Je feveral Letters to ****. 
Letter VII. 
SIR; 


27th of Odober, defired (2) to fee Calvin two Hours before his 

Execution. ‘That Reformer wentto him, accompanied by two 
Magiftrates. Servetus begged his Pardon. Calvin replied , he never 
thought of revenging himfelf for the hard Words which Servetus had gi- 
ven him. He added, that he had endeavour’d for the Space of Sixteen 
Years to reclaim him from his Errors ; that he had writ to him with great 
Mildnefs, and continued to ufe him like a Friend , till he faw that Serve- 
tus inveighed againft him , becaufe he had freely reproved him. He ex- 
horted the Prifoner to pray God that he would forgive him , for having 
attempted to pluck out three Hypoftafes out of his Effence, @c. When Calvin 
perceived that his Exhortations made no Impreffion upon the Prifoner, Le 
did not prefume to be wifer than his Mafter, and according to St. Paul’s Command, 
went away from that Heretick, who was condemned by bis own Con{cicnce. 
Calvin tells (6) us, that whenServetas heard he was condemned to Death, 


TT HE Unfortunate Servetus being fentenced to be burnt alive on the 
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(4) Expofitio errorum Michaelis Serveti, Gc, among Calvin's Theological Trafs, Genev. 
1576. Pag, 817. 


(¢) Bb. fup. Pag. 836, 837, 
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fometimes he appeared Speechlefs and without any Motion, fometimes he 
fetched deep Sighs , and fometimes he made great Lamentations like a 
Madman, and that he cried out, Mercy, Mercy, after the Spanifh way. [| 
have by me fome FrenchVerfes,written by a Perfon,who faw Servetus in his 
Confinement, and was prefent at his Execution. If we may believe that 
Author, Servetus exprefled a wonderful Conftancy, and died with a per- 
feé& Refignation to the Will of God. FE hope, Sir, thofe Verfes wilt not 
be. unacceptable to yon: they have never been printed. 


OY, qui dans la Cité des gehennes, 
Vifiray Servet en prifon, 

Et qui vids le bruflant tifon 

Achever fes dernieres peines: 

Je t’adjure par le difcours, 

Dont il voulut finir fes jours, 

De le voir peiné dans cet ouvrage, 

Ou jay fai& auffy peu d’efforr, 

Qu’en fift ce genereux courage, 

Dans les atreintes de la mort. 


Quelques Seigneurs picquez d’envie, 
De le veoir fi bien raifonner, 
Apprez l’avoir faid&t condamner, 
Allongerent un peu fa vie, 
Afin que la mort euft loifir, 
Auparavant que le faifir, 
De fe peindre plus effroyable, 
Et fans ceffe luy difcourir 
De fon Arreft impitoyable, 
Pour le faire long temps mourir. 


Et cependant tres ardamment 
Servet fans nul eftonnement 
Attendant a fortir de onde, 
Prioit le Createur du monde. 
Dans ces importunes langueurs, 
En cor parmy les rigueurs, 

De la Juftice inexorable, 

Il m’eftoit permis de le veoir, 

Er d’un.confort peu fecourable; 
Luy rendre mon dernier debyoir. 
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Quelques uns que les moeurs & l’aage 
Attachoient a fon amirtic, 
Par un mefme effort de picié 
Luy rendoient mefme tefmoignage : 
Tous a lobject de fon ennuy, 
Eftoient moins refolus que luy ; 
Et confolez par fa parole, 
Le voyant fec parmy nos pleurs, 
Comme moy venoient al’ efchole, 
De bien vivre dans les malheurs. 


Tous les jours dans cét exercice 
Il nous enfeignoit de mourir, 
Sans perdre temps 4 difcourir 
Des cruaultez de la Juftice. 


A la fin quand le jufte cours 
De fes incomparables jours 
Fuft acheve. &c. &c. 


Le jour venu que la nature avare 
Redemandoit une chofe fi rare, 
Sans efpargner non plus cefte belle ame, 
Que le plus for du populaire infame; 
Nous revenons pour la derniere fois 
A Ventretien d’une fi doée voix. 


Ce coeur divin fe tint tousjours plus ferme, 
Lors qu'il fe veid plus proche de fon terme, 
Sans que Vhorreur de fon trefpafs certain 
Y fift paroiftre un mouvement humain ; 
J’efprit plus fort, voyant fa derniere heure, 
Et qu on le preffe a changer de demeure. 


Il falloit bien qu’une divine effence 
Au grand Server euft donné la naiffance : 
Un fens humain n’eft jamais affez fort, 
Pour fe refoudre a fouftenir la mort. 
Luy dans l’objeét de fa fin route proche, 
D’un front de marbre, & d’unc ame de roche, 
Monftroit de l’oeil, du gefte,s & du propos, 
Qu'il demeuroit dans un profond repos: 
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Et que pour veoir des pleurs a fon martyre, 
Ll euft fallu queldive chofe de pire : reap ee 2 
Et ne fouffrift jamais dans la prifon, 
Qu’un feul foufpir fift honte a {a raifom 

Puis il f’affit, & tout fe : Gog bene’ 
D’un efprit grave, & han ours poate? Daca 
Avant fe taire il nous fift prendre envie, 2 5 
De aller fuyvre au fortir de la vie. wevOV 2d 


Voyez, dié-il, comme-au plas grand mal-hear, ~~ 
La volupté fuit de prez la douleur: 
Jay ce foulas, a caufe de la chaifne, 
Et ce plaifira caufe de ma peine. 


Je beni le Juge & la Loy: » | 
Cefte rigueur ne m’eft point dure ; 
Et quiconque aura l’ame pure, 
Aymera la mort comme moy, 


Car je fcay qu’efloignant la maffe de laterre; 
Ou tant d’ adverfices m’ont totsjours fai& la guerre, 
Je feray comme un Dieu: : 
Ec que dans l’aultre monde 
Je doibs trouver un lieu, 


Ou pour les gens de bien tant de douceurs abonde. 


La les fatales ordonnances | 
Donnent les'joyes 8 les tourments, “s 
Les bons prennent les recompenfes, 

Ex les mauvais les chaftiments. 


: C’eft pour quoy fans aneun remords 


Vifitant le pais-des mores, 








Mon pr ya joyeux , 
Qu’il eft icy commie 6ftranger, = 
Et qu'il va d’on tien i: 
Vers le lieu de ft Rise 


; 1 | & 3 . 
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C’eft ce grand ‘palais de lamiere? 5 sioitinold eee 
Ou noftre parfaigte Ee Pe sive siouomad ie 
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Plus heureufe qulaepeeauer Sa 


A des feliciter fi rares, ’ 
Se doibt donner tout noftre tings : 
Car cette gloire de urea Pe 
| Pebarine ett seme 
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‘Thave snt'i ina otiieed Book , eae wihterr Sérveius was carried to the 
Place of Execution, Calvin ftood at a Window, and fmiled when at oh 
him go by ; but fam fully perfuaded that it is a horrid tat Din 
am Farel-attended Serverws to his laft' Breath; and (2) that 2 
much a-do to make him fay, that’ he ‘defired fred the People. fho uld” pray “4 
him. - Thus Servetus ended his‘ Day + poe {peaking , and fhewing any: 
Sign of Repentance (4). E fhail “sien oe feveral Circu: 
his Execution; mentioned'by Sandia: 1 and others ,. becaufe they appear: 
to me fabulous or very uncertain. ~ 

Champel or Champey, a {mall rifing’ Ground’ about ‘a. Musket’ Shot from: 
Geneva, wasthen the common Placé of Execution. I had the Curiofiry 
to vific that Place, ‘hardly known to‘any Traveller , and to fee that very: 
Spot of Ground, on‘which Servetus expired in the Flames, I fliall'occa~ 
fionally obferve that in the Year 1§37. the Magiftrates of Geneva order 
chat fome large Stones, belonging to de Great Altar of the Cath 
Church, fliould be carried to "Cheri elto make a Gibbet. Some of the 
Stones are fill to be feen in that Place. 

Ic will not be improper to obferve , that three Proteftants were. sii 
at Lyons by the Papiits, about Six Weeks before the Execution of Servetus, 
Bexa (4) informs us of this Particular. ‘That Illuftrious Divine tells. us, 
that fome other Perfons of the Reformed Re tion were alfo burnt in. the. 
fame City, and in the fame Year, before tho blige ct agg yn 
The following Words of the fame Author are very he Buoy of 6 
S “@ a Boia of pred be >. is y memorable rt the the ph: of a 

ay particularly at Lyons 

ee Execution et Servetus ‘ae a great Noife, not only among:the: 
Roman Catholicks, but alfo among the moderate The: 
lachar exeypienod agin Catan paige, Author of Servetus’s ‘Aabes 
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n that Tluftrious Reformer thought it neceflary to vindicate him- 
om ak to publifh a Piece, wherein he undertook to prove that Here- 
ticks ought tobe put to Death. That Piece came out in the beginning of 
the Year 154. with this Title : Fidelis Expofitio errorum Michaelis Serveti, 
> brevis eorundem Refutatio : ubi docetur jure Gladit cocrcendos effe Hareticos (a), 
It was figned by Calvin and Fourteen other Divines, 

Calvin (b) complains that every body imputed to him what was done 
apainft Servetus by the Magiftrates of Geneva. He acknowledges that he 
caufed that Heretick to be apprehended and imprifoned ; but he adds that 
when Servetus was found guilty, he never {fpoke’a Word about the Punifh- 
ment that fhould be inflided upon him. I am willing to believe that Cal. 
vin never told the Judges in exprefs Words, that Servetus fhould be put to 
death ; but he plainly made it. appear by his Conduct, that he thought 
Servetus deferved to lofe his Life; nay, he wifh’d for it, fince he wric thefe 
Words to his Friend Wiliam Farel, Spero capitale faltem fore judicium (c)..: 

It was objected (d) againft Calvin, that Servetus had been apprehended 
at Vienne by his means, and that he had delivered him into the Hands of 
the Roman Catholicks, which was much the fame as if he had expofed 
him to wild Beafts. Ce/vin made a very weak Defence upon that Head, 
being contented to fay that Servetws had fpread a Report four Years before, 
that. he kept-a private Correfpondence with the Roman Catholicks ; and 
thar if he had accufed that Heretick then, the Papifts would not have 
been three Years without molefting him. This was no Anfwer to the 
Charge laid upon Calvin, The Queftion was, Whether, or no, that Re- 
former had lately informed the Roman Catholicks that Servetus was an 
Heretick. He fhould have anfwered that Queftion affirmatively or nega- 
tively. “Tis certain that Serverus. was imprifoned at Vienne by Virene of 
Calvin's Information. The Prifoner charged him with ir in a full Courts 
and it does not appear that Ca/vin did ever deny it. Befides, the Sentence 
pronounced againft Servetus at Vienne mentions the Letters and Books writ- 
ten with Servetws’s own Hand, and fent by him to Calvin, (les Epitres & 
Ecritures de la main de Servet adreffees 4 Calvin Pre{chewr de Geneve, @ par fe~ 
dit Servet reconmucs,.) 
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(4) Calvin fays in one of his Letrers, that he writ that Piece in hafte. It was.immedi- 
ately confuted in a Book enrituled, Contra Libellum Calvini, m quo oftend:re conatur Hareticos 
jere Gladii coereendes effe. That Book was reprinted in Holland, in the Year 1612. I moft 
obdferve, that Calvin inferted in his Apology the Letter of the Zwrich-Divines, and left out 
thote that were writren by che other Minifters of Swiftrland ~ Which puts me in mind of 
what he writ to Farel : Tiguriné emnium vebcmentifimi. See pag. 74. col 2. of this Volume. 


ay = complains in chat Work, that Servers fill d the Margins of all his Books with abu- 
ive Nores | : 


(6) Ubi fapra, pag. 817,818. 
(<) See peg 63. of this Volume. 
Ad) Ubi fupra, 326. 
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Calvin difcovers a great Ingenuity in the following Words. “ Nec ve- 
© rq (fays (a) be) fi vere id mihi objicerent, putarem effe negandi caufam, 
“ gui non diffimulo, me authore factum effe, ut in hac urbe deprehenfus 
‘ad caufam dicendam poftularetur. Obftrepant licet vel malevoli, vel 
«© maledici homines, ego libenter fateor, ac prz me fero (quia fecundum 
“ Urbis leges alicer cum homine jure agi non poterat) ex me prodiiffe Ac- 
© cufarorem : nec inficior meo confilio di@atam efle Formulam , qua pa- 
“€ tefieret aliquis.in caufam ingreflus ”. 

Calvin {ays in the fame Page: “ Hoc tantum in prefentia teftatum vo- 
‘© lo, me non ita capitalicer fuiffe infeftum, quin licitum fuerit, vel fola 
“ modeftia, nifi mente privatus foret, vitam redimere. Sed nefcio quid 
“ dicam, nifi fatali vafania fuiffe correptum, ut fe precipitem jaceret — 
“ Itaque probabilis fufpicio eft alicunde vana fiducia inflacum fuiffe, que 
illum perdideric ”. ‘Thefe laft Words confirm what I have obferved in: 
my Veli Lecter (4). 

Calvin was ftill very angry with Serwetus, feveral Years after his Execue 
tion ; as ic appears from the following Words in his Commentary upon. 
the Ads of the Apoftles, Chap. XX. v. 28. However (fays (c) he) we muft 
not fancy that the two Natures are confounded, as Eutyches maintained , or as it 
has been falfly aljerted in our Days by that natty, proud, Spanifh Dog. Servetus, 
&c. The Epiftle Dedicatory. or ;Preface, prefixed to that Commentary, 
is dated Auguft rft. 1560. 

I fhould have obferved’in my firft Letter, that Servetus never went into 
Barbary to get a more compleat Knowledge of the Alcoran, tho Spondanus 
and fome other Writers affirm it. What is faid of. Servetus’s Skill in the A- 
rabick Language, is a mere Fiéion grounded upon’ his gretended Journey 
into that Country. | | 

To conclude, H muft acquaint you, Sir; that the prefent Magiftrates and 
Divines of Geneva exprefs their Abhorrence for all manner of Perfecution 
upon all Occafions, ‘They believe that whoever preaches up Perfecution, 
ought to be look’d upon as a Seditious Man,and a Difturber of the Society. 

God Almighty will blefs and profper the Clergy. of the Church of Eng- 
land for their Moderation ; and I hope their Chriftian. Temper will be a 
powerful Means to put an end to a groundlefs Separation from a Church, 
that isthe Glory of the Reformation. Iam, Sir, @c. 


P.S. Far from being too prolix, I think L have been very fhort upon: 
fuch a curious and important Subjea. 





(a) Ubi fupra, pag. 827, 
(6) Pag. 59, 6o. , 
(¢) Neantmoins, fi ne faut-il pas que nous imaginions une confusion de} dewx Natures, comme Euty~ 
Qe - i “aia ¢,,0m stelle que Serves Ce Vileim Chiew orgueilleux Efpagneh s-venlu forge emse. 

emps-ci, &c. 
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PARIS. 


T HIE Vilth Letter of the [Xth Volume 
% of Edifying and Curious Letters writ~ 
ten from the foreign Miffions by fome Miffionaries 
of the Society of Fefus , runs upon a Curious 
g bjedt r de Bournes, Author of that 
Letter, gives an Account of his Obfervati- 
ons concerning thofe Sparks , that come out 
of the Sea upon the runof a Ship. That 
fort of Light appears much better, when 
the Moon is Pad 2 the Horizon, when the 
Starsare not to be feen, and when the Lan- 
vhorn is put out; and therefore it cannot be 
afcribed to the reflected Light of the Moon, 
and Stars, ‘orto that of the Lanthorn of the 
Ship. Thee Light is fometimes faint and 
weak, and fometimes bright and fo exten- 
five, that Father de Bourzes, tho he ftood 
nine or ten Foot above it, could eafily read 
Capital Letters. Upon fome Days one may 
eafily difcernthe luminousPartsfrom others. 
Tt appears then that the luminous Parts have 
not all the fame Figure. Some look like 
Points of Light : Others have the apparent 
Magnitude of Stars : Some have the Figure 
of Globules of one or two Lines in Diame- 
ter: Orhers are like Globes of the Bignefs 
of a Man's Head: Thofe Phofpheri do fre- 
uently form an oblong Square , three or 
four Inches long, and One or two broad. 
The run of a Ship is not the only thing 
that produces fuch a Light : The Fith leave 
alfo behind them a Train of Light. Father 
de Bourzes faw fometimes many Fifhes make 
a kind of Fire-work , as they were playi 
‘in the Water. A Rope, laid acrofs, is fae. 
ficient to bresk the Water, and render it 
luminous. If the Water , taken from the 





MW An Account of that curious Book may be 


Seen in the Ut Volume of thefe Memoirs, pag. 
399. 
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Sea, be ftirr’d in the dark, it thoots out ma. 
ny Sparks, When a Spark is formed, it 
keeps a long time, and if it fticks to fome. 
thing that is folid,, it lefts feveral Hours. 
The more theSeaWater is vifcous,the more 

roper it is to become luminous: This Ob. 
cecien is fufficient to find out the Caufe 
of that furprizing Phenomenom. Father de 
Bourzes makes alfo fome Obfervations upon 
the Sea-rain-bows, and thofe Exhalations 
that are cafily inflamed: 


LONDON. 


T FI E following Books have been newly 
brought into England. 


1» Hugomis Grotit de Fare Belli ac Pacis Lie 
bri tres, in quibus Fus Nature & Gentium, 
item Juris Publici pracipua explicantur> Cum 
Aunotatis Aufforis, ex poftrema ejus anteobitum 
curs. Atcefferunt ejufdem Differtatio de Mar: 
Libero, G Libelus fingularis de Adquitate, Inw 
dulgentia, Cr Facilitate, necnon Joann. Frid. 
Gronovii VC. Note in totum opus de Fare Bells 
& Pacis. Editio novifima. Amfteledami, a- 
pud Fanffonio-Waesbergios, 1712. in Bvo. 

We are told in an.Advertifement, prefix- 
ed to this New Edition, that it is extremely 
correct. 

2. Fohannis Conradi Barchufen Synopfis Phara 
macte methodum pleraquemedicamenta , fives 
Veteribus five ab Recentioribus excogitata, com- 
pomendi juxta G conficiendi tradens,  Bditio 
tertia. <Accedunt duo Indices, quorum alter re- 
mediorum dofin , alter medicamine cuiwis oprpe- 
ris affeui fingulariter dicate, monftrat. Lug- 
duri Bataverum, 1742, in 8vo, Pagg. 260. 


3+ Johannis Conradi Rarchufim Compe 
Ratiocinis Chemici more Geometrarum concinna 
tum. Lugduni Batavoxum 1712. in Svo Page. 


72% 
Thofe three Books are to be had at Mr. 
Vaillant’s in the Strand. 





+ ere ~ +a 











LONDON: Printed b 


|. Robert : AndS 
near the Oxford 8: And Sold by @, Baldwin, 


Arms in Warwick- Lane. 







(Price 2 d.) 


* 











